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Modern archaeologists have discovered evidence of permanent indigenous settle-
ments in and around the Morgantown area going back thousands of years before Eu-
ropeans colonists arrived. The state also served as a hunting ground for Cherokee, 
Deleware, Irolquois, Mingo, , and Shawnee living outside West Virginias current bor-
ders. Native populations decreased with the advance of Europeans settler colonists 
and their introduction of resource / extraction economies and Western agricultural 
practices, which often left forests wilderness clearcut  and local ecologies no longer 
sustainable for them, as well as the introduction of foreign pathogens like smallpox.

Chart showing Drawings of Petroglyphs from a Site South of Morgantown
Panther (1), Deer tracks (5 10 -16), Human footprints, (6-23)

Spirit Otter (7), Human Figure (8, 17), Snail or Spiral (9), Bear Tracks (20)



Greetings from the Chair:                                       page 2
Dear Friends,
Since my last message to you, a year ago, much has changed. With the Morgantown 
History Museum - and with me personally.
The Pandemic that we have managed to pull-through has created new and creative 
ways of operating.

Case-in-point: I wrote a grant to Your Community Foundation for funding to create 
‘The Monongahela People’ exhibit and opening reception. The grant was fund-
ed. We were going to have the events in the Spring of 2021, but unfortunately the 
Pandemic was still prominent enough to prevent our inside event. But, we had to 
think of something! Thus, creative juices started to flow - Yes, we’ll have the exhibit 
in abbeviated form - as a preview - OUTSIDE! We rented the city SkyRock Pavillion, 
at the top of Dorsey’s Knob, which has roots in the ‘Monongahela People’ Native 
tradition. Although the weather had been mild up until our preview - Earth Day 2021- 
that day was frigid, with high winds and snow! I thought we would freeze to death.The 
elevation of SkyRock, at 1,398 feet helped to make it extremely uncomfortable. We 
toughed it out and stayed the day. Thus, I guess you can surmise from this experi-
ence - you will do anything in the name of history.

Change also comes in ways beyond operation schedules and freezing in icy outside 
displays. Sometimes changes come personally. I have been contemplating giving up 
the directorship position at the Morgantown History Museum for awhile now. Circum-
stances that have occured more recently, have made me make that big change in my 
life. I will be leaving the museum directorship on July 1, 2021. This was a extremely 
difficult decision for me to make. Why? Because I started the museum effort 26 years 
ago. The early organization was known as ‘Riverfront Museums, Inc.’ - we started 
up in the mid-1990s and had our tiny exhibit space in the old Seneca Glass building. 
That organization was taken under the wing of the City of Morgantown in 2005, when 
they voted to organize a city museum commission. I was asked to lead this effort. We 
had our first commission meeting in August of 2005; I found a small operating space 
by December of 2005; we found salvaged used office furniture and created a small 
exhibit by June of 2006. We opened to the public on WV Day, June 2006. We had a 
fiddler friend Mark Crabtree play WV Civil War tunes on his fiddle and had a large WV 
shaped birthday cake for refeshment. It was a very nice first event. 

Things rapidly moved along and by December of 2011 we had a new and much larger 
operating space- and were chosen to be one of the six organizations to be venues for 
the Smithsonian exhibit ‘The Way We Worked’ - it was a dream come true for me!

Thanks for all of the wonderful assistance my friends - you have helped me develop a 
museum to be proud of - indeed! Take care.         Pamela A. Ball, Founder
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The Morgantown History Museum is the first 
city-sponsored museum in the Greater Morgantown 

area.  Its mission is to preserve the history of the 
region for the public by collecting and displaying local 

cultural artifacts.

Morgantown History Museum
175 Kirk Street

Morgantown, WV 26505
(304) 319-1800

Email: 
morgantownwvhistory@icloud.com

Website:
www.morgantownhistorymuseum.org

Current Hours: 
Subject to change July 1

Tuesday-Saturday
 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Pamela McClung Casto (left) and Pamela A. Ball (right) Grand Opening: ‘The Way We 
Worked’ (Smithsonian), December 17, 2011

Josh Wanstreet (left) and Mark Crabtree (right) Opening day (upstairs, 111 High 
Street) June 24th, 2006 
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Paintings shown above are hanging in the museum for the public to view. They 
are the works of Sally McClain, former art teacher at Morgantown High School 
and Lydia Keiser.

MHM ART
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Above are some of the items we have had donated over the years from the 
general public. Included: the photographic collection by Frank Scafella and 
Sue Amos of the building construction going on in the Wharf district. 



THESE PAST NEWSLETTERS MAY BE ACCESSED ON OUR WEBSITE BY SELECTING THE (NEWS) TAB 
AT WWW.MORGANTOWNHISTORYMUSEUM.ORG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Every year on February 22, Girl Scouts all over the world 
celebrate World Thinking Day, an event designed to expose 
them to the world outside their immediate environment.  As part 
of this year’s activities surrounding the festivities, Morgantown’s 
Mountainview Daisy Girl Scouts and their parents took a guided 
tour of the city’s history museum on February 21. 
  
“The Girl Scouts' visit is an excellent example of what the 
Morgantown History Museum is all about,” says Pamela Ball, 
chairperson of the Morgantown Museum Commission. “It 
reflects our mission to promote and preserve local and regional 
history and to serve as a venue for public education." 
 
During their tour the troop explored the history of transportation, 
printing, and glassmaking in Morgantown and learned about 
other        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
other cultures. The tour focused on glassmaking and on the 
European origins of many of the people formerly working and 
living in Morgantown’s Seneca area. The Girl Scouts heard 
about the beginnings of the local glass industry and the making 
and decorating of glassware. 
                                                                   
The story of the immigrants working in the local glass industry 
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The Way We Worked, an exhibition focusing on the history of 
work in America, will visit in December as part of the grand 
reopening of the new Morgantown History Museum at 175 Kirk 
Street. 

The exhibition offers a lens for viewing the enormous 
transformation of work and workplaces through artifacts and 
photography from 1857 to 1987.  The museum will reopen on 
Dec. 17 with the exhibition, which will continue through Jan. 28, 
2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local workers are being sought to help focus the exhibit on 
Monongalia County history. The Morgantown History Museum 
will augment the exhibit with artifacts and photographs from the 
history of local workers, including oral histories from workers at 
the Sterling Faucet Plant. 

The museum is also planning a youth photo contest of today’s 
workers and will be taking oral histories of work from 
Monongalia  County residents during the exhibition. A lecture 
series and musical presentation is also planned. Local 
educators are encouraged to use the exhibit as a learning 
experience for their students. For more information visit the 
museum’s website at www.morgantownhistorymuseum.org. 
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Operators work a local telephone switchboard (ca. 1960s) 

History Museum to Reopen with 
 Smithsonian Exhibit in New Venue in December 
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Preparations for New Site Well Under Way 
 
During the past few months, members of the Morgantown 
Museum Commission, the Friends of the Morgantown History 
Museum, and the Mills Group, a local architectural firm, have 
been hard at work designing the layout of the Morgantown 
History Museum’s future home. The new 3,500-square-foot 
museum will be located in the basement of the 1931 addition to 
the old Morgantown Post Office and will have its main entrance 
on Kirk Street. 
 
The new premises will include a 2,250-square-foot exhibition 
area and additional spaces reserved for storage and cleaning 
rooms,  a library,  and an office.   At the center of  the exhibition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
area will be a small auditorium in which visitors will be able to 
enjoy lectures and video presentations. Two of the walls 
enclosing the auditorium will be moveable. This feature will 
allow museum staff to open up additional room for special 
exhibits and events. 
 
The museum’s new permanent exhibits, which will trace the 
history of Morgantown and Monongalia County along a 
timeline, will be grouped around the auditorium. The renovation 
of the facility has already begun and will be completed next 
spring. The new venue is scheduled to open by late summer. 
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View of the new museum facility 
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The Morgantown History Museum will host a new Smithsonian 
Institution Traveling Exhibit, entitled Hometown Teams, from 
October 5 to November 15, 2014. The museum is one of six 
West Virginia venues that were awarded the exhibit. Hometown 
Teams is sponsored by the West Virginia Humanities Council.  
 
The exhibit examines the role of sports in American Culture in 
the past and present.  “Sports are a big part of what we do and 
who we are. Our love of sports begins in our hometowns. 
Hometown sports can be more than just games. They can 
become cultural touchstones with the ability to unite us and 
shape our values,” says Robbie Davis, project director with the 
Smithsonian Institution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hometown Teams will present visitors with perspectives on 
sports in popular culture, views of famous stadiums and 
arenas, audio of athletes discussing their sports traditions, 
information about mascots, sports memorabilia, and other 
artifacts. To complement the exhibit, the museum will develop 
companion displays and supplemental programs focusing on 
local teams and local sports traditions. 
 
The Hometown Teams tour is made possible through the 
Museum on Main Street program, an alliance of the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibit Service, the 
Federation of State Humanities Councils, state humanities 
councils, and cultural organizations in small, rural communities. 
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Mohawk Bowl 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Among the many items that will be on display at the 
Morgantown History Museum‟s new venue on Kirk Street 
will be a model of a keelboat.  This type of boat was one of 
the crafts used for navigating the Monongahela River and 
other western waterways during the days of the pioneers.  
During that period, keelboats played a major role in 
transporting goods and people downriver to Pittsburgh and 
even farther. 
 
The model of the keelboat was donated to the museum by 
local  model boat  builder Jean Preckel,  who  hand-crafted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the boat herself. Jean has been building models of 
schooners, crabbing skiffs, racing yachts, runabouts, and 
motor yachts professionally since 1983. Her models can 
be found in museums, yacht clubs, visitor centers, and 
private collections throughout the United States. 
 
Her work on a new project usually starts with studying the 
line drawings and  pictures of a boat.  She then constructs  
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Jean Preckel is putting the finishing touches on the model keelboat  

New Model Keelboat Completed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
On April 14, it will be one hundred years since the HMS Titanic 
hit an iceberg late in the evening and sank the next morning, 
taking with her 1,517 people. 
 
That was the abrupt end of a honeymoon for Lucian Philip and 
Mary Eloise Smith of Huntington, WV, who had boarded the 
Titanic as first-class passengers at Southampton, England. As 
the ship sank and the lifeboats were lowered, Lucian told his 
pregnant bride to leave and assured her that he would soon 
follow. Mary was safely carried away in a boat and later 
rescued. However, her husband did not manage to leave the 
ship, and he perished with the other passengers remaining on 
the vessel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lucian had grown up in Morgantown, where he had lived in the 
house at 76 High Street today occupied by the Café Bacchus. 
In commemoration of the tragic event, Café Bacchus will hold a 
reception and special dinner on Friday, April 13. Reservations 
are required. The reception at the restaurant will take place at 
5:00 p.m.  Afterwards, participants will join in a ceremonial walk 
to the Morgantown History Museum, accompanied by 
musicians playing “Nearer My God to Thee.”  
 
The museum will host a reception for the opening of a special 
exhibit of various Titanic memorabilia entitled Titanic - The 
Morgantown Story.  The Titanic memorabilia on display belong 
to Bobbie Hawkins, who started collecting them while in grade 
school. The exhibit opening and reception will start 6:00 p.m. 
and will be free and open to the public. 
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Titanic leaving Southampton 
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Along with Zackquill Morgan, Michael Kerns was a prominent 
early Morgantown entrepreneur, who operated a gristmill on 
Deckers Creek. He also built flatboats during the late 1700s 
near where Deckers Creek joins the Monongahela River.  
 
To highlight the role of flatboats during the pioneer era, the 
Morgantown Museum Commission is planning the construction 
of a replica of a flatboat such as Kerns might have built. A site 
at the Hazel Ruby McQuain Park has been tentatively selected, 
and the boat will be constructed by carpenters in period 
costumes with tools commonly used in the 1700s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“This will be a tourist attraction in the park near the rail trail and 
hotels that will draw visitors and provide a window to the city’s 
and the county’s past,” said Pamela Ball, Morgantown Museum 
Commission chairperson. “More than that, it will help citizens 
value our town’s founders and our history.” 
 
Ball said construction of the boat will be as important as the 
completed project. “While it is being built, we will have the 
opportunity to provide historical context to visitors. Morgantown 
during the 1700s was a frontier town — a place where hearty 
men and women worked for a sometimes uncertain future. 
Building flatboats to take them further west or to sell their goods 
downriver was an expression of their self-reliance and 
confidence.” 
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Flatboat Planned for City’s Riverfront 
 

Alfred Rudolph Waud (1828 – 1891) 
 

 

 

 

highli A new exhibit, Morgantown: 104 Years of Wild Blue Yondering, 
recently opened at the Morgantown History Museum.  The 
exhibit explores colorful landmarks and innovations in 
Morgantown’s aviation history and is free and open to the public. 
It will be on display until September 20. 

History was made in Monongalia County just north of 
Morgantown at Hoard in August of 1910, when the first biplane 
built in West Virginia took off and landed. Ben Garrison managed 
to make three successful short flights, rising 25 feet in the air. 
Garrison and his associate Ralph Kinderman made further test 
flights and eventually flew longer and further.  

  
  

Almost one year later, at the same spot, Kinderman also flew a 
monoplane he and Garrison had constructed in a building on 
Chestnut Street.  Kinderman circled the field at about 75 feet up 
before a gust of wind caused him to crash.  Fortunately, he 
escaped without any serious injuries. 

The exhibit explores many other aeronautical developments, 
including nonstop airmail pickup, flying circuses, and commercial 
passenger flights. It also highlights local people who pursued 
aeronautics and the development of the Morgantown Municipal 
Airport. 

For more information about the exhibit call (304) 319-1800 or 
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MHM Features Local Aviation History 

Garrison’s Straightaway Hop – Pastel by Timothy Terman, 2013
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The Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibit Hometown Teams, 
which has been touring the Mountain State since the beginning of 
the year, will make its final stop in the state at the Morgantown 
History Museum from October 5 to November 15. The exhibit, 
sponsored by the West Virginia Humanities Council, examines the 
role of sports in American culture in the past and present. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To complement the exhibit, the museum will provide companion 
displays and supplemental programs focusing on local teams and 
sports traditions. Besides lectures and informal discussions, the 
activities will include a marble contest for children and bocce and 
cornhole tournaments for adults. A program schedule can be 
found on page 3 of this issue. 
 
The exhibit will officially open with a reception held at the museum 
on Saturday, October 4 at 7:00 p.m. Musical entertainment and 
refreshments will be provided. The reception and the exhibit are 
free and open to the public. 
 
For more information about the exhibit call (304) 319-1800 or visit 
us on Facebook or at www.MorgantownHistoryMuseum.org. 
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The Morgantown History Museum has been selected to 
participate in this national program. Through self-guided study 
and on-site consultation with a museum professional, 
participation in MAP will empower the museum to provide better 
services to the citizens of Morgantown. This process will also 
help the museum to meet and exceed the highest professional 
standards of the museum field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The program is funded by the Federal Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) and administered by the American 
Alliance of Museums (AAM). As part of the IMLS National 
Leadership Program, MAP advances best practices and fosters 
improvements in museums. Participation in MAP is initiated by 
local institutions, and accepted venues invest considerable 
human and institutional resources into the assessment. 
 
MAP is a confidential process of self-study, peer review, and 
implementation. Museums use the assessment process to 
strengthen operations, build capacity, and enhance 
communication throughout the organization and in response to 
community needs.  
 
Institutions going through the MAP process also take the AAM’s 
Pledge of Excellence. Thereby participants commit themselves to  
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MHM in Museum Assessment Program (MAP) 
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Photo courtesy of Harold “Swifty” Shaver

The MHM  hosted the opening of the seasonal exhib-
it “An Old-Fashioned Christmas.’’ Staff and guests 
were treated to refreshments and a video viewing of 
the Christmas parade.

The exhibit featured various items with a Victorian 
holiday theme.  Among the items on display were 
tree ornaments, large hand-blown glass canes, 
stuffed Santas, a manger scene, gift boxes, doll 
house, and Victorian Christmas cards.

The Morgantown History Museum had quite an 
eventful Christmas season.  It had the privilege of 
being represented in the Morgantown Christmas 
parade by a special Volkswagen Beetle owned, re-
stored and designed by MHM Volunteer IT Director 
and President of The Friends of the MHM, Harold,  
“Swifty,” Shaver.
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Dr. Michael Workman, Assistant Professor, WV State Uni-
versity, (above) spoke about “The Forgotten Coal Fields 
of Northern West Virginia” during our  Morgantown and 
Kingwood Railroad lecture series.

Ian Gray, MA Public History, WVU 2016, created 
and produced “Shaping the Land and It’s People 
the Morgantown & Kingwood Railroad”, an orig-
inal exhibit which included a M&K historical marker 
to be placed on the Caperton Rail Trail. This project 
was supported by the WV Humanities Council, Mor-
gantown History Museum, BOPARC, Mon Valley 
Railroad Historical Society and WVU Department of 
History. 

The Morgantown History Museum hosted several 
events, exhibits, and tours this spring and summer 
including Arts Walk, Kids Day, Chocolate Lovers Day, 
PACE Inc., Sundale Rest Home, Dr. Sneckenberger 
Glassware Collection, M & K Railroad, Hatfields and 
McCoys, Karen Knotts, and Best Chef contest.
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Last fall, four students who took Dr. Melissa Bingmann’s Public 
History Methods class had the opportunity to gain experience in 
conducting client-based research for the Morgantown History 
Museum. Sarah Boppe, Abigail Cioffi, Mary Roll, and Denise 
Tackett consulted with museum staff and selected semester 
projects addressing the museum’s specific exhibition needs. 
These included revising the content of the museum’s Native 
American and Civil War exhibits and creating new exhibits about 
Ice’s Ferry Bridge and the beginnings of Morgantown’s 
industrialization.   

In particular, the students were required to provide an overview 
of major themes and visual materials and to recommend the 
best visuals to convey their storylines. The four were also asked 
to develop their exhibits in such a way that they could be easily 
used as temporary exhibits in the museum’s changing exhibits 
space. 

The students’ final task was to present their proposals to the 
Morgantown Museum Commission. The presentations took 
place during the commission’s November meeting. The 
members of the commission were highly impressed with the 
students’ exhibit proposals and were very pleased with this 
collaborative project.  
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WVU Students Present Exhibit Proposals 

     Sarah Boppe, Denise Tackett, Abigail Cioffi, Mary Roll, and Dr. Melissa Bingmann  
      after presenting exhibit proposals to the Morgantown Museum Commission. 
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PHASE II
 2015-2016

Our former museum commissioner Tim Terman was the brain-child of this project. He 
helped me push it along with great enthusiasm. Tim’s situation changed, he retired and 
moved to the coast of North Carolina. I was then in a quandary: what to do. Keep go-
ing with project name Flatboat Project, Phase II, or end the project? Actually, I would 
have closed it down, but someone stepped forward wanting to continue the work on 
the project. Someone who had a great deal of grant writing experience and loved the 
Monongahela River, and was a student in the History Departmemt at West Virgin-
ia University. He was perfect! Steve Stahakis started working on Phase II. He wrote 
a grant proposal to WV Humanities Council, which was approved. Items were pur-
chased to have events on the Mon River waterfront, during the summer of 2015. We 
had informational sessions using the items we purchased which included several 1700s 
costumes (that we wore), animal pelts (that young children loved to pet), antique wood-
working tools of the type that would have been used to build a flatboat, and other items 
replicating the time period. We also had old-time musicians play tunes from the 1800s 
time frame while these educational events were being held. These sessions were geared 
to both children and adults, and we considered them to be very successful. When Steve 
took over the rudder to keep the boat going, changes had occurred in the government 
and concerns were raised by the Corps of Engineers concerning projected location of 
the flatboat replica. Additionally, public monies were starting to become more scarce. 
Steve became very frustrated at this point and decided to step aside, at the end of 
summer 2015. Steve did a good job leading us through the Flatboat Project, Phase II.

  
PHASE III

2017-?
Once again, decisions needed to be made. Since it was felt that the original plan to rep-
licate a full-sized, 35 foot flatboat was probably not going to be a reality due to multiple 
concerns involving flood-plane, liability and long-term maintenance, we were back to 
the drawing board. Meanwhile, since we continue to have folks offering assistance with 
many aspects of the project, we decided to alter our plan for Flatboat Project, Phase 
III – the final phase. We have decided to attempt to design and build a 10-12 foot model 
of the flatboats that were constructed for many years on the Morgantown waterfront.  
Why? Because of the hundreds of people, who had traveled across the treacherous moun-
tains, to get to the Kerns Boatyard in order to have a flatboat built, so they could travel 
north on the Monongahela River, in order to get to Pittsburg (Pittsburgh), and have a 
new life further west. If those folks could go through the dangers, frustrations and time 
to accomplish that feat – then we should be able to accomplish our feat – build a model 
of the flatboat that put Morgantown on the map back in that time frame. We also hope 
to have a historical wayside sign that will accompany that boat, so all who visit Mor-
gantown’s waterfront, will know how important the flatboat was in our town’s history.

useumNews
HISTORY OF THE FLATBOAT PROJECT

PHASE I
 2012-2015

During Flatboat Project, Phase I, we went out and gave presentations about 
the Flatboat Project to numerous organizations including Rotary, Isaac Wal-
ton League, D.A.R. and many others. We also performed at musical events, sing-
ing and playing ‘flatboat tunes’ that were written just for our Flatboat PR cam-
paign. There was great interest in both Greater Morgantown, as well as other 
places in the surrounding areas. Folks from Monongalia, Marion, and Preston 
counties were interested, and more recently, a history/genealogical organization in 
Greene County, PA, also wanted a presentation. The Flatboat Project has generated 
more interest than any other project we have worked on in the past twelve years.

Flatboat Project, Phase I (2013, Flatboat Three, 
Winter Music Festival/ Aaron Hawley, Pamela Ball 
and Tim Terman)

Flatboat Project, Phase II   (The late Steve 
Stahakis, conducting one of Phase II’s Mon water-
front information events, Summer 2015)

Flatboat Project, Phase III  (Pamela Ball, Chair, 
MMC, Mountaineer History Expo, Marion County 
Courthouse, April 1, 2017 – Launching of Flatboat 
Project, Phase III)

SPRING 2017
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Al Pritchard: Welsh Surnames

Swifty Shaver: Printing demo

Wales and Appalachia

Our Gwyl Calan Mai, 
Welsh Mayday Festival, 
held May 3 and 4 was a 
collaboration with the Mon 
Arts Center and Welsh 
folklorist Peter Stevenson, 
who drew our attention 
to the commonalities be-
tween our regions in ter-
rain, folklore, resources 
and industries.   

Gŵyl Calan Mai  
Welsh May Day Festival

A celebration of the shared cultures of Wales and
Appalachia

at Monongalia Arts Center and Morgantown History
Museum

May 3 – 4, 2019

Monongalia Arts Center, Morgantown, WV  https://www.monartscenter.com/ 
Morgantown History Museum, WV  http://www.morgantownhistorymuseum.org/ 

Illustration:  Valériane Leblond

          Three Generations of Coal Miners (Wales)

Welsh Folklorist: Peter Stevenson

Edward Graffious & his 
mine pony c.1955.(PA/ US)

Andrew Urban, sole survivor  
Monongah Disaster.(WV/ US)

Ron Rittenhouse: Folk Art
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                         Thoney Pietro

FALL 2017

Exhibit:  Thoney Pietro:  A Morgantown Visionary
 
 Chris McGuffin, our former Assistant Coordinator and a 2017 
graduate of West Virginia University, designed and mounted our popular 
current exhibition.    In the process of group research on Works Project 
Administration built structures and infrastructure in Morgantown for Pro-
fessor Jenny Bouleware’s publlic history class, Chris discovered Thoney Pi-
etro.  He realized that Pietro had played a significant and extensive role in 
building, infrastructure and community, in Morgantown.  His other legacy is 
a collection of high quality photographs of his work sites and crews, given 
by the Pietro family to the West Virginia and Regional History Collection at 
WVU.   
 
 THONEY PIETRO was a prominent member of Morgantown’s 
community. An Italian immigrant, Pietro initially settled in Pittsburgh, but 
by 1898 called Morgantown his home. Thoney was one of nearly 5,000 
Italian Immigrants who came to Morgantown in the early 20th century. He 
was proud of his heritage and became a leading voice for the Italian-Amer-
ican community in Morgantown.  In the 1930s he successfully fought for 
the Italian language to be taught in public schools. Shortly after moving to 
Morgantown, Pietro founded the Thoney Pietro Construction Company. By 
the mid 1920s his business extended beyond the boundaries of Morgan-
town to include offices in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Montgomery County 
Pennsylvania. His men graded, paved and constructed roads, laid sewage 
lines, and installed drainage systems. The Pietro legacy was more than just 
Thoney. In fact, family was something that was close to the hearts of all the 
Pietros. Thoney’s brothers, for example, were also highly regarded for their 
work and contributions to the community.
           
 By the early 1930s Pietro had became a wealthy man in Morgan-
town. To show off his wealth and prosperity in the community,  he decided 
to build a substantial stone dwelling. Built of West Virginia sandstone by 
Italian master masons, “Pietro’s Castle” was completed in 1933 and cost 
$200,000. Thoney and his family lived here for the next ten years. Today 
his homes along Kingwood Street and his “castle” on Tyrone Road serve 
as a reminder of how one man envisioned the American Dream.  
 One of the largest projects undertaken by the WPA in Morgantown 
was the building and construction of new road surfaces along Richwood 
Avenue. Before the Great Depression many residents of Morgantown and 
West Virginia urged the government to improve roads. The WPA answered 
these calls when they contracted with Thoney Pietro Brothers to begin con-
struction of new road surfaces on Richwood Ave. and build substantial re-
taining walls in 1936. These walls still stand today and serve as a reminder 
for residents about the work done By the WPA during the Great Depression 
to improve the quality of life for Morgantown residents.
 
 The Morgantown community recognized Richwood’s completion 
by holding a parade followed by a dedication ceremony. The September 
8th, 1937 edition of the Morgantown Post reported, “Richwood Avenue, 
$350,000 City sponsored W.P.A. paving and sewer project, will don fancy 
dress tonight and make its formal bow to Morgantown.” Following floats 
sponsored by local businesses, the parade concluded at Whitmore Park 
where Frank Conner the chairman of the event introduced speakers includ-
ing: Mayor Harry Largent, Rep. Jennings Randolph, James Moreland of the 
program committee.

Stewart St. was paved all the way to the 
city limits in 1909.   Thoney Pietro at far 
right.        

        Italian-American Friendship Poster

useumNews FALL
WINTER

2019

Neil Burton

New Exhibit Opens: 
Morgantown Waterways: Monongahela River, Decker’s Creek, 

and Cheat River

We just had our latest exhibit opening/ reception recently. The 
Morgantown Waterways: Monongahela River, Decker’s Creek and 
Cheat Lake’ opened to great success. Neil Burton did an awesome 
job developing this historical exhibit. We had a wonderful turn-out 
to hear our first speaker in the ‘Morgantown Waterways’ Speaker 
Series: Andrea ‘’Andy’ Ice Horton. She gave a lively presentation 
about her well-known Ice ancestors.

Neil Burton, curator of our new exhibit and Ms. Pame-
la Ball, exhibit co-curator, at the entrance to the exhibit.                                                      
Photos by James Courtney 

City of Morgantown in 1918

Neil Burton speaks to the crowd of interested people at 
the opening of the Morgantown Waterways exhibit.

Our Exhibit Room

Andrea Ice Horton

useumNews

Charlene Marshall (right) shows Karen Le-
melle a display of Monongalia High School.

SPRING 
2018

In1940 these Monongalia High School Bulldogs won the WV Black Conference Championship.
They also won the WV Black Conference Basketball Championship in 1946. 

WV Black Conference Championship 
trophy won by Monongalia County High 
School in 1940, recently donated to the 
Morgantown History Museum.

Founding Charter of the Morgantown Branch 
of the NAACP in 1937, recently donated to 
the Morgantown History Museum.

Charlene Marshall Speaks at the Morgantown History Museum
 Former Morgantown Mayor Charlene Marshall spoke at the Morgantown His-
tory Museum on Saturday February 24.  Titled “The African-American Experience in 
Morgantown During the Years of Segregation and After.” She shared her outstanding 
research and her memories of growing up as a person of color to a large, diverse crowd.  
Marshall also served as a Morgantown City Council member and a West Virginia State 
Delegate.
 In her PowerPoint presentation, Marshall named and located the segregated 
schools in Monongalia County, including many elementary schools in mining towns in 
the 1920’s when the African-American population was at its peak, Morgantown’s ele-
mentary schools, Beechurst and Monongalia County High Schools.  She showed many 
historic photographs and traced the careers of leading educators, administrators and 
entreprenures in the African-American community.  
 “It was great because so many people stayed behind to talk to Charlene and 
fellow audience members afterward,“ according to Pamela Ball, founder and coordina-
tor of the Morgantown History Museum.
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MPB truck backs into museum.

MPB PRINT AND SIGN SUPERSTORE (AKA Morgantown Printing 
and Binding) recently donated to the Morgantown History Museum all 
of their old style bindery equipment. This equipment was used to bind 
books and thesis’s over the last 100 plus years at the firm. Owner An-
drew Walls contacted Harold Shaver at the museum and asked if we 
wanted to preserve the antique machines. Mr. Shaver and his father, 
Junior Harold (JR.) Shaver also worked at MPB in past years and 
Harold remembered seeing them in use. The museum commission 
said yes and MPB delivered them to the museum. It is an exciting 
acquisition for MHM because now we can refurbish some of the old 
books that we have had donated to us. Also WVU’s professor Gal-
breath at the Creative Arts Center has agreed to advise us on how to 
use the equipment. The museum will be happy to give demonstrations 
to future students at WVU.  Nathanael “Skippy” Clark, MPB employee 
will also demonstrate how to make new covers for the books.  

MPB employees unloading equipment

This is the bindery equipment located at the museum ready to un-
wrap and begin the lessons for repairing Books.

Antique book binding machine.

Print shop area of museum.
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MONONGALIA COUNTY COURT 

HOUSE SQUARE
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2018

James W. Courtney, Photographer
MHM’s Featured ArtistEASTON ROLLER MILL

WVU COLISEUM

              Arts Fund Grant Recipients

Museum Commission Chair Pamela Ball received the Arts Fund Grant on  
behalf of the MHM. The program awarded $195,000 in grants to 11 local arts 
and cultural organizations. Funding for the program was provided by the City 
of Morgantown, the Monongalia County Commission and the YCF Douglas H. 
Tanner Memorial Fund For the Arts. 

                    Arts Walk Fall 2018

Arts Walk was held September 28. It was sponsored by GMCVB, Main Street 
Morgantown, MAC and Arts Monongahela. We have participated in this event 
going back to 2007. This year we displayed beautiful photographs by James 
William Courtney. Mr. Courtney recently returned to his native Morgantown. 
Bill, as he is known, served in the U.S. Marine Corps, and became a profes-
sional photographrapher in Syracuse, NY and Puerto Rico.

NO ISSUE 
FOR 

FALL/WINTER 
2020

DUE TO 
COVID-19
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• We wanted to mention that our big fundraiser of the year, ‘Best Chef Contest’, has 
been canceled for two years due to the pandemic. Be watching for The Friends of 
Morgantown History Museum newsletter for info for re-starting of the contest in 
August 2022.

• Your Community Foundation, of Morgantown, has funded our grant proposal for 
a Morgantown printing and book binding exhibit, in 2022.

• ‘The Monongahela People’ upcoming exhibit opening/reception will be held as 
soon as we are given the green light to proceed.
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1.  Wood and metal hand-cranked clothes wringer attachment for wash tub.

2. Vulcanizer machine, uses heat and pressure to cure soft rubber in dental appliances.  Directions for use on Cobun Dental Lab letterhead. 

3. Corn planter, double, wood and metal.  Type used ca.1850-1910.

4. Advertising, ‘yard-long’ calendars from R. A. Wilbourne Co., Wholesale Produce, Manufactures of Ice Cream and Ice, Morgantown, WV.  9 1/2’x 
23” oval portrait of ‘Love’s Ideal’ on 1915 and ’The Fairest Flower’ on 1916.

5. Glass, three Old Morgantown Glass footed shot glasses, steel blue, 2” x 2 3/8”

6. Paper, two Order of Railway Conductors dues receipts Jan. 20 & 27 1906, 6”x 3”.

7. Glass plate photographic negative, view across Falling Run including Woodburn Circle, shot from the bottom of Stewart St. 8” x 10” William 
Ramsey, photographer, Morgantown, ca.1890-1900.  8’ x 10’, nickel-plated frame w/ hanging rings.

8. Paper, Sons of the Revolution membership application, Feb. 22,1936, by William Emmet Morgan Mockler, whose ancestor fought in two battles 
of the American Revolution. Includes genealogy of Price family of Mon. County.  

9. Leather, buggy whip, two-toned brown, braided, 6’ long, w/wrist strap.  Found in the house built by the late Gans Ridgeway in Uffington, WV.  
He was known for owning horses, as were others in that area.

10. Glass, Morgantown Glassware Guild, four office file boxes full. From the family of a former employee.

11. Paper, Real Photographic Postcard, B & W, young man with baseball bat.  Identified on back as Mose Darst, aged 19 in 1914, Morgantown 
attorney, 1895-1936.

12. Paper, Payroll ID card, American Sheet and Tin Plate, Sabraton Works, #8266, Reginald Bellamy, May 15, 1923.  Paper Card in tin frame with 
plastic cover.

13. Book, soft-cover, Deadwood In My Blood, Includes genealogy of  American Revolutionary soldier Thomas Evans.

14. Photograph, B &W original, Seneca neighborhood with glass factories, and the Monongahela River.  William Ramsey, photographer, ca. 1890-
1900.

15. Photograph, B & W original, WVU Science Hall on Woodburn Circle, matte finish, 8” x 10”.  William Ramsey, photographer, ca. 1890-1900.

16.  Photograph, B & W original, shot from top of  Fife St. and N. High, showing N. Willy toward South Park neighborhood in distance.  William 
Ramsey, photographer, 1890-1900.

Morgantown Glassware Corn Planter

Vulcanizer Tub wringer



We would like to thank the following individuals, families, and organizations for their volunteer 
work and/or their generous contributions to the Morgantown History Museum:

Mail to:
Friends of the Morgantown History Museum
175 Kirk Street
Morgantown, WV 26505

NOTE: OUR EMAIL HAS CHANGED
TO morgantownwvhistory@icloud.com
Also our new hours are;
Tuesday - Saturday 11 am to 2 pm
Subject to change July 1, 2021

Annual Memberships
$25.00 Individual     _____
$30.00 Family         _____ 
$50.00 Corporate    _____

Additional Contributions:
$______________________
Name  ___________________________
Address  _________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________
Telephone (       )   ____________________
E-mail: _______________________

To donate objects or to volunteer some time, please contact the Morgantown History Museum  at 
(304) 319-1800 or at morgantownwvhistory@Icloud.com
To make a monetary donation to the Friends of Morgantown History Museum, go to https://npo.justgive.org/nonprofits/donate.
jsp?ein=26-0859732. or send donation directly to Morgantown History Museum, 175 Kirk St, Morgantown, WV 26505.

Membership Application
The City of Morgantown invites you to join the Friends of Morgantown History Museum to help promote and pre-
serve the rich history of Morgantown and the surrounding area.
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Dr. Gene V. and Sara Jane Ball
WVU I-Serve Program
Charlie Byrer
Morgantown Public Library
Catherine Witworth
John Nutt
Mary Agnes Palmer
Chris Haddox
Arts Fund
Your Community Foundation
BOPARC 
West Virginia Black Bears
Wanda Shaver
Furnishings for You 
Masman Jewelers 
Mountaineer Golf
University Tees 
Coombs Florist 
Silver Pennies
Chucks Furniture 
John DeAngelis
Zack Cruze 
Morgantown Running 
Norm Jullian
Patricia Dudley 
River Fair Trade 
Harold Shaver 
AL Bonner 
The Cupcakerie 
Clarion Hotel Morgan 
Wamsley Cycle
Appalachian Gallery
Writings of the late Dr. Earl Core

Betty Wiley 
Coni & Franc 
Sherry McEwuen
Rick McEwuen 
Soap Opera 
Dr. Emery Kemp estate/Dr. Janet Kemp 
WVU Athletic football office 
WVU Athletic  basketball office 
The Book Exchange 
Atrias Restaurant
Ron Rittenhouse
Appalacian Gallery
Michael Meszaros
Andrew Xanto
WVU History Department
Professor Ron Dulaney
Professor Jeffrey Moser
WVU Architecture and Design
Friends of Morgantown History Museum
WV & Regional History Center, WVU
Charlene Marshall
City of Morgantown
Bourbon Prime Restaurants
Table 9
Lakehouse Restaurant
Sargasso
The Preston Inn
Lakeview Resort Restaurant
WVU Division of Forestry
WVU Department of History
Coopers  Rock State Forest
Yale University Dept of History
The Rachael Carson Center

Terri Cutright
Arthur Otieno
James Courtney
Ray Sanders
Heidi Michaels
John Pyles
Charlotte Pyles
Brenda Shinkovich/DAR
Pamela  Ball
Beth Young
Neil Burton
Bill Kawecki
Morgantown Museum Commissioners
Monongalia County Commission
James Brown & Family
Roby & Carol Young
Andrew Lohmann
Darryl DeGrippe
Andrea Ice Horton
Craig Fallkenstein
Michael Attfield
Forks of Cheat Winery
Cathredral State Park
Old Hemlock Foundation
WVU Core Arboretum
Friendship Hill Historic site
Nick Hein
Morgantown Art Party
Lisa Elmaleh
Rhonda Fout
Bee Patricia Meola
Richard-Lehner
Mary Jane Coulter
Louis Birurakis

I would personally like to thank Dr. Gene V. and Sara Jane Ball for their support 
over the years - I so greatly appreciate it.
Pamela A. Ball, Founder and Director, Morgantown History Museum



Preserving Morgantown’s Cultural Heritage

175 Kirk Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
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The Morgantown History Museum is located at 175 Kirk Street in downtown Morgantown, 
WV. Our hours of operation have been shortened because of the pandemic. We are now 
open Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 2: 00 p.m but will change on July 1, 2021 to 
new hours. There is free parking at the back of  the building and the tour is free.. Dona-
tions are accepted.


